Press release:

The two first of six projects 

of the future are now in application
Improvements regarding the environment, livestock welfare and the working environment are major central objectives in Farm Buildings of the Future in which architect designed buildings are merged into the landscape. 

New architect designed livestock housing and storage and machine halls will, during the course of the next few years, be taken into use by six Danish farmers. 

The two first of these projects are now in application. Two cow houses and two pig houses will be completed in the near future.
These projects involve completely unique installations, buildings and positioning in the landscape and these will function as models for Farm Buildings of the Future in Denmark.

13 project groups consisting of agronomists, architects, landscape architects, building contractors and engineers have presented a total of 18 tenders for the six projects contained in Farm Buildings of the Future which are now initiated.
The projects are initiated with the support of 80 million Danish Kroner from Realdania.

Realdania provides financial support for both new buildings and renovation of older buildings throughout Denmark.
Interdisciplinary innovation
Architect, National Consultant Kræn Ole Birkkjær, Danish Agricultural Advisory Service, National Centre, Planning & Environment has made the following statements in advance of the Agromek-livestock  Exhibition which will be held in Herning, Denmark during the period 24th to 28th November.
“We have now gained experience from the application of the two first farm units in the Farm Buildings of the Future project – a pig house for 1,100 sows in North-Jutland and a major building complex for grain and seed storage plus machines on Zealand.”
“The objective of the Farm Buildings of the Future project is to ensure that new farms are constructed as well-coordinated and thoroughly planned solutions resulting from cooperation between professional building contractors, agricultural experts and other specialists.” 

“The interdisciplinary experts cooperating in these projects are able to challenge each other in full cooperation with the actual farmers.”

“There is no question of traditional, standard solutions. These projects involve creative innovation regarding the actual appearance of the buildings, in the selection of materials, positioning in the landscape and, last but not least, entirely new types of interior installations and fittings. These projects ensure that all factors are tested in practical application.”

“Full regard is given to the surrounding environment, livestock welfare and the working environment under these projects involved in Farm Buildings of the Future. At the same time, we are seeking to attain new objectives in these areas.”

“With these new projects, we will also prove that major farm buildings can merge into the various landscapes in an acceptable manner.” 

“I am convinced that this will be of great importance regarding acceptance of farming operations in the future.”
A requirement for standards
“In Farm Buildings of the Future, we are involved in test projects which are simultaneously applied to demonstrate the exploration of new avenues regarding the construction of Danish farm buildings.”
“For example, we have applied an entirely new type of pre-fabricated flooring elements in the pig house in North-Jutland. These elements are integrated with heating and cooling supply tubes so that temperature variance can contribute to controlling the behavioural patterns of the pigs.”
“These new flooring elements have already shown good results regarding increased numbers of piglets and there are other results which are to be altered the next time we apply this type of flooring elements.”
“For example, we have discovered that installations, fittings and flooring must be designed and coordinated in such a manner that these will provide even greater improvements regarding cleaning operations and the working environment.”
“Here, as is the case throughout the agricultural sector, there is a requirement for uniformity of technical standards. There is a definite need for flooring and installations to be produced in accordance with common standards so that all brands of installations and fittings can match all brands of flooring elements, etc.”
“In one of the other projects, the farrowing pen unit will also be applied for loose operation sows. At the same time, we will test ventilation which has high-tech control so that it is specially adapted in accordance with the pigs’ preferred areas in the pens.”
“In this manner, we will be able to minimize air replacement and emission from the pig houses,” stated Kræn Ole Birkkjær as an example of the new technology which will be tested in this work regarding Farm Buildings of the Future.

Even better buildings at

competitive prices
Many farmers will probably ask if the costs will be high for this type of architect designed buildings.

Kræn Ole Birkkjær emphasized:

“These projects involve buildings for 20, 30 or 40 million Danish Kroner. It naturally costs more to build this type of unique project. Among other reasons for the higher costs is the fact that the project groups incite the suppliers to apply entirely new technology and materials.” 

“We hope that experience gained from these projects can be applied by other farmers who will thus be able to acquire similar and even better buildings at competitive prices.”
“Savings will be available when all detail matters have been solved by the project groups which also include architects and landscape architects.”
“In addition, there will also be a certain amount of standardization of building elements and, in particular, of the installations and technology.” 

“The detailed preparatory work effectuated by the project groups will have a considerable and positive effect on operation and maintenance.”
“Thus, our objective is that Farm Buildings of the Future will, following these six actual projects, be able to be executed at a price per square metre which will be on a level with that of traditional farm buildings.” 

Focus on the future

Farm Buildings of the Future will be presented by building consultants on the Danish Agricultural Advisory Service’s stand in Hall D at the Agromek-livestock Exhibition.
A number of exhibitors at Agromek-livestock are suppliers to these Farm Buildings of the Future projects.
In fact, cattle farmers and pig producers will gain excellent opportunities to place their focus on the future when they meet suppliers and consultants at Agromek-livestock. 

For further information:
D-3208
Danish Agricultural Advisory
+ 45 87 40 50 00 
www.landscentret.dk 


     Service

Agromek 16/11 2009.

This Press release is produced by Gunner Buck
Translation: Ian Cockburn-Curran
