Opening of Agromek - 25th November 2008

Speech by the Chairman of the Agromek Exhibition Committee, Managing Director Peter Hansen.
Ladies and Gentlemen!
As Chairman of Agromek, I take great pleasure - and am proud to bid you all a hearty welcome to this large and impressive exhibition. 

Welcome to our invited guests and to the many representatives of the Press.

Welcome to farmers, machine dealers and all other visitors from Denmark and many other countries. 

Welcome to our exhibitors and their stand personnel. I extend a special welcome to the many new exhibitors and to those exhibitors who are now again exhibiting at Agromek. 

I express an additional welcome to the Danish Minister for Food, Eva Kjer Hansen, who has promised to open this new version of Agromek. 

Thank you for your acceptance. I am looking forward to hearing your opening speech and I will take great pleasure in showing you around our exhibition – which is an international class event. 

In particular, I am looking forward to showing you some of the most significant New Product exhibits which can, and will, be of considerable importance for the continued development of agriculture.
Of considerable importance for 

employment and economy in Denmark
Agromek is a decisive player in the presentation and development of the technology that forms the vital basis for the strong competitive position for which Danish agriculture is famed.
On a globe of the world, our small country does not take up a lot of space.

But on a globe of international trade with food products and other agricultural products, Denmark occupies a great deal of space. 

A total annual export of more than 100 billion Danish Kroner underlines the fact that Danish farming and the entire agricultural sector is of considerable importance to employment and economy in Denmark.
But, but, but . . .

In current years, many bitter drops have fallen into my cup of joy concerning all the positive and impressive things that Danish farming and the Danish agricultural sector have attained.

It makes me sad, that today it is necessary to use so much time on all the negative and completely unreasonable treatment that farmers are subjected to by the Danish community.
In 2007 and 2008, 73 Danish municipalities have received more than 3,000 applications from farmers who wish to expand or alter their farm buildings. 24 percent of these applications attained decisions at the end of last month. The majority of these applications are to be treated this year.

Only 10 out of these municipal authorities have completed more than half of these applications. At the other end of the scale, the municipalities of Næstved and Favrskov have received a total of 78 applications. These two authorities have not yet completed any of these applications. 

To my shame, I must admit that my own municipality, Sønderborg, has only completed 2 out of 34 applications.

These are merely a few examples of the alarming lethargy regarding municipal treatment of applications from farmers.

Many of these applications will celebrate their two year anniversary on municipal desks before these can even dream of being treated and completed. 

Many of these cases are of an even older date. These applications were not treated by the former county council authorities before the municipal authorities took over the responsibility – almost two years ago on 1st January 2007.
This is just not good enough

it’s not good at all
Dear Minister of Food. I must speak plainly. This is just not good enough. It’s not good at all. It’s almost a disgrace to the Danish community – this wrongful treatment by the local authorities of Danish farmers –and their families.
I must ask you to take this message back to your colleague in the Ministry of Environment and to all other politicians in Christiansborg who have a responsibility in this matter. 

I am absolutely convinced that no other groups within the Danish community would accept this kind of treatment. 

In other business sectors, anyone would be justified in being more than merely anxious if treatment of an application regarding a building project was delayed for a whole year.
Why should farmers, therefore, put up with their applications collecting dust on municipal desks for years on end? 

I am aware that you, Eva Kjer Hansen, discussed the future of farming forward to 2022, yesterday evening, at a meeting with Peter Gæmelke – and that you, on the whole, are deeply interested in the attainment of evaluations regarding the future of the Danish agricultural sector.
And that’s fine, but I hope that you will also focus on those problems caused by slow treatment on behalf of municipal authorities in your scenario for the future of farming and agriculture.
If this delayed approval lunacy is allowed to continue much longer then there will hardly be space for much more than hobby farming and tourist farmland in Denmark in 2022.

Can one complete 440 building project cases in two months

when 762 cases have required 22 months?
One of the problems is that the municipal authorities lack the expertise, manpower and know-how to treat these cases.
Another huge problem is the fact that there are just as many interpretations of the regulations as there are individual municipal authorities.

It is utterly intolerable that a municipality interprets regulations in an entirely different manner than that applied by a neighbouring municipality or in other parts of the country.
A third problem is that applications are often re-initiated due to the emission of new regulations.

I am naturally aware of the fact that, during the summer, the Minister for the Environment has put the thumbscrews on the municipal authorities regarding this matter. 

I am also aware that the municipal authorities have promised that 1,200 applications will receive decisions within one month – in other words before the end of this year.
However, it is difficult to believe that 440 cases can suddenly be completed within two months when 762 cases have required 22 months before these could be completed.
And what about the remaining 2,000 cases in the stack – when will these be completed?

Can we rely on the Government and the municipal authorities joining forces and making every effort to get to the bottom of this stack of cases?

We lack precise

and uniform regulations  

The fact is, that the municipal authorities are not alone in having the responsibility for slow case treatment.

The responsibility for lack of precision in the basic regulations and inherent, serious EDP problems is a central issue under the Ministry of Environment.
We still lack absolutely precise regulations from the Government regarding BAT demands. BAT represents the best available techniques for the reduction of ammonia emission.
It is naturally a huge problem for both the farmers and the municipal authorities that the regulations are not precise and uniform.

The local authorities have lacked know-how as to how to protect both water and our natural surroundings.
A year ago, guidance lines were presented regarding these issues. However, many local authorities found that these guidance lines did not provide adequate protection – so they decided to do it their own way.

New maps were recently sent out regarding areas that require particular protection. This, consequently, results in further delays in treatment of the various building applications.

Two years ago, when these cases were moved from the former country authorities to the municipal authorities, it was hoped that the farming sector would receive case treatment that was reasonably uniform throughout the country. 

It is obvious that it is the responsibility of the Government to ensure that the regulations have precision and uniformity which ensures that the farmers’ applications are treated in a similar manner by all local authorities.
It should also be a matter of course that those municipal authorities, that do not attain a satisfactory completion rate, should start learning from those local authorities that are successful in preparing many approvals within a reasonable time limit. 

Is it too easy to make complaints?

As I have stated, it is extremely serious that so few farm building applications are completed by the municipal authorities.
It is, however, also extremely serious that a small association can systematically complain about local authority decisions. Such complaints have been put into system by the Ecological Council in Denmark which has been given the right to make such indictments. 

The Ecological Council is not, in fact, a responsible council for ecological interests in Denmark in comparison to, for example, the Agricultural Council of Denmark and the Federation of Danish Industries. 

No, in fact it represents a small association with less than 1,000 members and an annual income of less than 300,000 Danish Kroner. This association complains almost automatically to the Environmental Board of Appeal regarding many local authority permissions concerning new farm buildings.
These many complaints contribute to a serious delay in attainment of final approvals from the local authorities. 

It is, therefore, natural for one to ask if it is too easy to make complaints. Complaints of this type can be sent in without any consequences for the complaining association.
On the other hand, these complaints always have serious consequences for the farmers who have their building projects delayed again and again. 

Those farmers who are subjected to such complaints have to wait yet another year for replies from the Environmental Board of Appeal after they have received local authority approval to start their building work.
In addition, there would be far fewer complaints to the Environmental Board of Appeal if the regulations were precise and uniform.
Everybody is waiting for everybody else
We can now clearly see the consequences of the lack of case processing and the many complaints of those building applications that have been approved by the municipal authorities. Some authorities wait until they receive decisions from the Environmental Board of Appeal before they proceed with completion of additional cases.
It appears that everybody is waiting for everybody else.
There are many losers in this matter:
In particular this applies to farmers and farming families who cannot expand their farm business. Some will simply give up. Others will move to foreign countries. 

Manufacturers of machines and technology lose orders and business turnovers.

The same applies to all other suppliers to the farming sector, including many tradesmen in country districts.

Slaughterhouse and dairy companies also lose their turnovers.

But business turnover, here and now, is merely one factor. 

It is a far worse matter that the competitive ability of the Danish farming sector is starting to fall behind due to these delays in development.

This cold storage of building applications obviously affects development and testing of new technology which is to ensure improved results regarding the environment and livestock welfare.
How can Danish farmers be expected to prepare themselves regarding new regulations, which are to apply from 2013, when they are not allowed to modernize their livestock housing?

In short: It is completely grotesque that legislation and bureaucracy in the public administration is now the greatest barrier for the continued rationalization and maintenance of the competitive status of the Danish agricultural sector.
I shall therefore implore the Minister for Food to explain to the Danish Government that this is now a matter of urgency. It is imperative that we attain an entirely extraordinary expedient and uniform processing of building applications within the agricultural sector.
The methods that have been applied to date are inadequate – to say the least.

There is no time for further time-consuming sequences and errors. 

From a central position, the Government must now speed up the establishment of uniform regulations to be applied by the local authorities regarding farm building projects. Clarity and uniformity regarding these regulations must be in place before Christmas.
The local authorities must apply far more resources to process these stacks of applications. These have been in the waiting position for far too long a time. Those applications that are already in the hands of the municipal authorities should be finally processed before mid-summer 2009.
We are very close to the stage that, errors and lethargy from politicians and administration, will cause irreparable damage to Danish farming, the entire agricultural sector and the country’s economy as a whole.
Environment day at Agromek

We have invited political and administrative managers, for the environment in the various local authorities, to visit Agromek on Friday.
This special day will start with a seminar at which the Chairman of the Danish Farmers Association, Peter Gæmelke, will provide information on the development of the farming sector in harmony with our natural surroundings and environment and on the perspectives regarding environmental approval procedures.
Department Manager, Niels H. Lundgaard, AgroTech, will then provide information concerning technology, in particular, the expectations regarding the development of environmental technology, in the short and long term, and on the application of BAT – Best Available Techniques.
Participants will then be taken on a guided tour of Agromek exhibitors who present up-to-date technologies for reducing emissions of ammonia, CO2 and odours from livestock buildings.
All those people who are interested in the environmental conditions of the farming sector are more than welcome to apply Agromek as a platform for a closer study of these technologies.

Six Agromek Awards
There are approximately 160 officially approved New Product exhibits at Agromek this week.

These many approved New Product exhibits provide documentation for the enormous interest of Danish farmers regarding new techniques – new technology. Farmers are constantly searching for machines, implements, installations and automatic systems that can improve their working conditions.
This is what Agromek is all about.

These approved New Product exhibits contain new technology. Each of these exhibits has attained one, two or three stars which indicate that the product is new on the market or new from the exhibitor. 

To indicate the judgment of top technology, we have the Agromek Awards which are presented to those New Product exhibits which are deemed to be of the greatest importance regarding practical application.
Yesterday, four committees – consisting of farmers and other users of machines, implements and other technology – selected the winners of the six Agromek Awards. 

Among the 62 two-star and three-star New Product exhibits, 18 New Product exhibits were nominated for the six Awards. During the morning, these Awards were presented at a Press conference.
We have now succeeded in gathering

companies and trade sectors at Agromek
For the November exhibition, Agromek applies all the available 96,000 square metres in the MCH Exhibition Centre at Herning.

For sheer size, this is thus the largest Agromek Exhibition ever to be held. 

This exhibition has attracted 580 exhibitors and a total of 1,500 companies from 35 countries are represented at Agromek.

I am very proud of the fact that our concentrated efforts have been successful in gathering companies and trade sectors at Agromek and we have regained several large suppliers of agricultural machinery as exhibitors after these have tried other exhibitions. 

This consolidation of Agromek is, among other things, the result of an agreement with the Machine Suppliers organization which is the official organization for suppliers to building and site contractors and to public and private companies throughout the entire garden/park sector.
However, this is also the result of agreements with several large machine companies.

These agreements form the basis for our now being able to initiate a new era in the history of Agromek. This involves moving the exhibition date from January to November and in that, in the future, the exhibition will greatly varied from year to year.
Suppliers of machines and implements for arable farming exhibit at Agromek this week and will thereafter exhibit every other even year – 2010, 2012, etc. 

By far the majority of suppliers of intern mechanization will continue to exhibit every year at Agromek. We have therefore decided that the exhibition will be named Agromek in even years and Agromek-Livestock in the odd years.
New criteria for success
Visitor attendance has always been applied as a character criterion for exhibitions.

We must be accustomed to the fact that visitor attendance is no longer a decisive criterion for success.
With the considerable structural changes in the farming sector – and the new changes in the Agromek Exhibition – we can no longer calculate with the same visitor statistics as we did when there were far larger numbers of farms.
Meetings and discussions on a high professional level between visitors and exhibitors form the real, decisive criteria for the success of our exhibition. A strong contributory factor is expressed by the many owners and other decision-makers who attend Agromek in Herning.
The impressive interest from other countries which forms the platform for a considerable export of Danish agricultural machinery and breeding stock, semen, etc., which amounts to billions of Danish Kroner, is yet another decisive criterion of our success.

Enormous resources are applied to ensure that we can live up to these criteria. I therefore hope that many farmers will gain impressions and know-how during this week which they can apply as an important basis for their future investments and the continued development of their farms.

I also hope that all we exhibitors experience a very busy week which can result in lots of orders and work  .......  especially when the backlog of building project applications have been finally processed.

I hereby wish you all a hearty welcome to Agromek!

I now take pleasure in handing you over to our Minister for Food, Eva Kjer Hansen.
