Press release

Nordic breeding bulls top 

the American hit lists

Danish and Swedish bulls are among the best in the world. This is evidenced by an American hit list of the 50 best bulls within each breed.
- We have ten Holstein bulls among the top 50 bulls in the U.S., and this is the first time that we have so many on the list. No other cattle breeding society can match this, says Hans Chr. Hansen, the export manager of the VikingGenetics cattle breeding society.
The top-50 list is based on how well the progeny of the bulls performs in respect of a large number of key figures. By way of example the milk producing capacity and health and calving ease. The key figures are translated into an index, and this places right now six Danish bulls and four Swedish Holstein bulls on the American hit list.
Within Red Dairy VikingGenetics is dominant worldwide. 29 bulls from VikingGenetics and 16 bulls from Finland are on the top-50 list.
Within Jersey 13 of the 50 best bulls are from Denmark and furthermore 15 of the American bulls have a Danish sire. 

Celebrated at Agromek-livestock

The great success on the North American market will also be celebrated at the Agromek-livestock Exhibition in the form of a number of activities and competitions.

Agromek-livestock, the first international exhibition in Northern Europe aimed in particular at livestock farmers, will be held at MCH Messecenter Herning in the period of 24 to 28 November.

Sharpens the interest in our bulls

- The entry of the Nordic breeding bulls into the American list has sharpened the interest in our bulls not only on the North American market, but also on markets worldwide, Hans Chr. Hansen continues and adds:

- 30 years ago it was the other way round. At that time we imported breeding material into Denmark to push the breeding of European Black & White. But now we are the ones capable of exporting breeding material.

- The background for this success is that for years we have had an efficient breeding programme, collecting large amounts of data from herds in which you find the progeny of these breeding bulls. With the help of these data we have been able to select bulls with exactly the qualities that we want to stake on. 

For the modern milk producer the milk yield is not the only concern. It is a matter of saving costs so that the return on the milk production becomes as high as possible. We took this into account in our breeding work many years ago, Hans Chr. Hansen adds.

VikingGenetics was established in 2008 after a merger of the cattle breeding societies in Denmark and Sweden. As from 1 January 2010 also the Finnish cattle breeding society will join VikingGenetics, which will then comprise herds numbering a total of 1.2 million heads of cattle.
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