Press release:

Many exhibitors still have a need for Agromek to be held on an annual basis

- In Denmark the development towards fewer and larger livestock holdings is accelerating much more rapidly than in many other countries. Therefore Danish farmers have a special need every year to see and compare the latest new products within equipment and environmental technology for use in livestock buildings, the new chairman of the Danish Manufacturers of Agricultural Machinery states. 

- Agromek is by far the most important exhibition for many manufacturers and other suppliers of machinery, implements, livestock building equipment and other technology to farmers in Denmark and the other Scandinavian countries.

A statement by Sten Andersen, the new chairman of the Danish Manufacturers of Agricultural Machinery, as an introduction to Agromek in Herning, Denmark, on 25th – 29th November.

Many exhibitors still have a need for  

Agromek to be held on an annual basis

This November Agromek is an exhibition of both machines and implements for fieldwork and of equipment and technology for indoor mechanization of livestock buildings, the production of feedstuffs and grain treatment. 

The exhibition includes also machines and implements for contractors and the building sector as well as the entire green sector.

In future, machines and implements for fieldwork will be exhibited only every second year, in the even years 2008, 2010 etc.

In odd years Agromek will therefore in future be held under the name of Agromek-Livestock. As the new name indicates, the exhibition in odd years is the exhibition of indoor mechanization of livestock buildings.

- I am pleased that we have now managed to adapt Agromek to the immediate needs of suppliers and farmers, Sten Andersen continues.

- I am convinced that many suppliers to Danish cattle farmers and pig producers will continue to have a need for exhibiting at Agromek every year.

- One of the major reasons for this is the enormous development towards fewer and larger herds within Danish agriculture, Sten Andersen points out.

Rapid development towards

still fewer and larger livestock holdings

- During the latest 5 to 10 years the development has been going so fast that the tasks of building and fitting up of livestock buildings have changed tremendously, Sten Andersen explains.

- The milk quotas had the effect that the structural development of Danish cattle farming was very moderate from 1985 to 1998. But in this decade the development has really gained momentum with the investment of billions of Danish kroner in new buildings for dairy cows.

- The pig production has experienced a similar development over a somewhat longer period.

- The development in Denmark towards fewer and larger herds is taking place at considerably higher speed than in many other countries, Sten Andersen continues.

- And that is why it is of great importance to Danish cattle farmers and pig producers that they can see and compare the latest new products within equipment and environmental technology every year. 

- The farmers’ need for new technology and management systems are quite different today as compared with only 10 years ago, and it keeps changing all the time.

As an example Sten Andersen mentions that within few years Denmark has become the country in the world with the highest concentration of milking robots.

Highly improved animal welfare

for Danish dairy cows

- The animal welfare for Danish dairy cows has improved significantly during the latest 10 years, Sten Andersen adds. 

- Far the majority of cows were kept in tie-up cowsheds 10 years ago. They were put to grass in the summer, but in the winter season they were tied up in the cowshed where they could stand up or lie down on the concrete floor.

- Now far the majority of cows are kept in loose house systems with matted cubicles and good freedom of movement. 

- In many loose housing systems the cows walk about on soft floors, they have access to complete feed, and the climate is far better than in the old tie-up cowsheds.

- Also in this field many development resources are being spent, focussed on making the equipment, fittings, floors and indoor climate even better, Sten Andersen adds.

Specialized in the fitting up of cattle houses

Sten Andersen was elected chairman of the Danish Manufacturers of Agricultural Machinery in September. This position gives him a seat on the executive committee of Agromek. 

Sten Andersen is 49 years old. He is the owner and CEO of Dan Egtved A/S. With a degree in economics as ballast he joined the management in 1984 as a link in a phased generational change and was made CEO in 1987. 

The company was founded in the early 1920s by Sten Andersen’s grandfather, who shortly after World War I – after two decades in the US - returned home with ideas for the production of ties for cattle houses.  

- Our main production line is equipment and drinking systems for cattle houses and horse stables. We supplement this with the sale of curtains for ventilation, matting for cubicles and walking area rubber covers, Sten Andersen explains.  

- When a farmer wants to build a new cow house, we describe the project. If we are chosen as suppliers of the project, we produce the equipment for the cow house and moreover order the commercial products required.

- Our target market is Denmark together with Sweden, Finland and parts of Germany and Russia. Furthermore, we sell some products to 6 or 7 other countries.

- As is the case for many of my colleagues, Agromek is clearly the most important exhibition for my company, as concerns both the sale to Danish farmers and the establishment and development of our export activities, Sten Andersen ends.

Dan Egtved A/S has 50 employees.  
Photo of Sten Andersen: Photo 3 under Press on www.agromek.dk may be downloaded free of charge for press application.
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