Press release:

Focus on getting more farmers

to convert to organic farming
The rapidly increasing demand from consumers for organic food products increases the requirement for more farmers to convert to organic farming 

The turnover of organic food products in Denmark has almost been doubled within the past four years. A double increase is anticipated prior to 2013 and the turnover is expected to be four times as high before the year 2020.
The rapidly increasing demand provides documentation for the requirement that consistently larger numbers of Danish farmers should change their production to organic farming.

Focus will therefore be on organic farming at Agromek in Herning, Denmark during the period 25th to 29th November. 

Tours around the Exhibition will be arranged to visit exhibitors who have machines, implements and other production aids for organic farming. Organic farming will also be in focus on a special theme day and on two stands that will provide consultancy regarding organic production.
Full information on organic farming is the title of the organic theme day at Agromek on Friday 28th November. This will be arranged by Organic Denmark in cooperation with the Danish Agricultural Advisory Service, National Centre. This theme day will be divided up into 4 sections in which visitors are welcome to participate in accordance with their wishes.
5 percent of the total farming area

“We have recently been selected as being the Organic Country of the World in 2009 – and we must take this opportunity to market good organic Danish food products.”
The Danish Minister for Food, Eva Kjer Hansen, stated the above in the spring of 2008, when she introduced a new arrangement of subsidy for information, sales promotion and marketing of special quality food products.

Organic food products now comprise more than 6 percent of the total Danish consumption. In the first half of this decade, this figure remained in a stable position at approximately 3.5 percent. 

However, there are considerable variations. Organic liquid milk products comprised 21 percent of the total Danish consumption of liquid milk in 2007. Organic eggs comprised almost 10 percent of the total egg consumption.
Approximately 2,800 farms with 5 percent of the total farming area in Denmark are now involved in organic farming. On a global basis, approximately 0.65 percent of the world’s agricultural area is applied for organic production. 

Both consumption and production of organic food products increased very rapidly in Denmark during the 1990s. Following stagnation in the first half of this decade, there is once again a significant growth in the demand for organic food products.
There is also considerable interest in increasing the exports of organic food products from Denmark. The Danish import of organic food products is, however, twice the extent of the Danish export.
Organic tours at Agromek 

Tomas Fibiger Nørfelt, information consultant in DAAS, the Danish Agricultural Advisory Service, National Centre, Organic Farming has stated:

“Farmers who are considering conversion of their production to organic farming will be encouraged to participate in tours around the Agromek Exhibition. These tours will be arranged in cooperation with Organic Denmark.”
“An organic farming consultant and a machine consultant will be permanent guides on these tours so that participants will be able to discuss technical and operational matters during these tours and at the various exhibition stands.”

“We have participated at Agromek for many years. For the first time, in January 2008, we introduced tours around the Exhibition for farmers and other interested parties.”
“This was a definite success and this has encouraged us to continue with this arrangement. Each tour involves approximately one hour. Each tour is directed at exhibitors who have machines, implements and other production aids for application in organic farming,” explained Tomas Fibiger Nørfelt. 

“The ARLA Dairy Food company’s stand is a permanent feature of each tour. A member of ARLA’s organic products committee will provide information regarding the demands and possibilities for increased production of organic milk.”
The tours start at the Danish Agricultural Advisory Service’s stand in Hall E. The DAAS has a joint theme: Release Technology on the Future. On this stand, throughout Agromek, advice on organic farming will be provided by members of the DAAS, National Centre, Organic Farming.

On the Organic Denmark association’s stand at Agromek, farmers will be provided with more information regarding organic farming. This will involve production, economy, markets, conversion to organic farming and the possibilities of attaining subsidies.
This is the first time that Organic Denmark will be exhibiting at Agromek. The association has a membership consisting of consumers, farmers and various companies. The objective of the association is to promote and develop the organic production of food products.
For further information, please contact the following Agromek exhibitors (Stand numbers, telephones and website addresses):
E-4112
DLBR, Landscentret, Økologi
+ 45 87 40 50 00 
www.landscentret.dk 

Choose: English info > Landscentret > Danish Agricultural Advisory Service >

Professional Departments > Organic Farming
E-4418
Økologisk Landsforening
+ 45 87 32 27 00
www.organicdenmark.dk
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