Focus on economic 

and strong dairy cows
At Agromek-livestock there is full focus on dairy cows which are the best in production. At the same time, the beautiful elite entries compete for winning positions at four cattle shows at the Exhibition.
Niels Kristian Fruergaard, Director of the Danish division of the Danish-Swedish cattle breeding association, Viking, has stated the following:
“During the current crisis in the cattle farming sector, it is more important than ever that we place full focus on those dairy cows which provide the best economy in the daily production.”
“The 45 - 50 cows that we have selected for the presentation in Hall Q are progeny of some of the best breeding bulls. Cattle farmers from Denmark, Sweden, Finland and other countries, can thus study what we can offer regarding improvements to their herds, their production and their farm economy.”
“Breeding objectives in Denmark and Sweden are not essentially directed at cows that are merely to be suitable for top positions at livestock shows – our objectives are mainly directed at functional aspects rather than external appearance. It is therefore an even greater pleasure to note that these functional cows have considerable success at livestock shows.” 

“Our most important objective is to find those bulls that can provide the farmer with the greatest economical progress on his farm. It is the progeny of such bulls that we will present in Hall Q at Agromek-livestock.” 

“The show will be significantly different than some of the earlier, traditional shows of elite breeding cattle presented at Agromek in which the emphasis has been placed on presenting the most attractive elite breeding stock in Denmark.”
“On the other hand, the cattle farmers have the opportunity to allow their most attractive cows to compete for prizes at the four livestock shows for dairy cattle and beef cattle that we arrange at Agromek-livestock.” 

Niels Kristian Fruergaard stated that there will also be focus on breeding objectives when judging at these livestock shows.

There will be presented progeny groups, sired by good quality commercial bulls, of Red Danish Dairy, Jersey and Black & White Danish-Holstein in Hall Q throughout the entire Agromek-livestock Exhibition.

Viking and the various breeding societies for dairy cattle and beef cattle will have information stands in Hall Q throughout the entire Exhibition.

The Agromek-livestock Exhibition will be held in the MCH Exhibition Centre in Herning, Denmark during the period 24th to 28th November.
Beef cattle will be presented throughout the week

and at the Winter Show on Friday and Saturday
A number of selected elite specimens from the many breeds of beef cattle will be presented throughout the week in Stall 5. Bulls, which are applied for insemination purposes, and their progeny will be among the beef cattle entries. This enables the visitors to see their breeding results.

Beef cattle, presented throughout the week, will also participate in the judgment of approximately 200 entries at the Winter Show for beef cattle on Friday 27th and Saturday 28th November. 

The various breeding societies for beef cattle have stands in Hall Q throughout the duration of Agromek-livestock.

Niels Kristian Fruergaard continued: “The Breeding Societies for beef cattle are also directed at dairy cattle farmers.”

“This has two purposes. Dairy cattle are sometimes crossed with beef cattle and many dairy farmers continue with herds of beef cattle when they have sold off their dairy herds.”
Three livestock shows for dairy cattle

Jersey and Red Danish Dairy hold their winter shows at Agromek-livestock on Tuesday 24th November. Red Danish Dairy anticipates approximately 50 entries and Jersey anticipates approximately 70 entries at these winter shows.
The two breeds of Danish-Holstein – Black & White and Red & White have a joint winter show on Wednesday 25th November with an anticipated total of 150 entries.

Danish-Holstein will hold an auction of genomic tested Black & White and Red & White calves during the evening of Wednesday 25th November.

The dairy cows involved in the three winter shows will be housed in Stalls 5 – 8 and they will be presented and judged in the show ring in Hall Q.
At livestock shows it is customary that the cattle owners prepare their entries and present these in the show ring. However, at the Red & White show, this work will predominantly be effectuated by personnel from Viking.
Seminars on reproduction and breeding

for Danish and Swedish cattle farmers

Niels Kristian Fruergaard continued: “On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 24th to 26th November, we will hold two seminars every day in Hall Q. The topic will involve as to how breeding work contributes to improving economy in cattle farming.”
“We will focus on good reproduction and on possibilities to improve reproduction in cattle herds.”

“We will also sum up our current situation regarding our work with genomic selection which we presented at Agromek in November 2008. This has shown to be a considerable success.”

“We look forward to presenting information regarding the possibilities for increased breeding progress via the application of genomic selection.”
“These seminars are particularly directed at Danish and Swedish cattle farmers,” added Niels Kristian Fruergaard.
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The livestock shows plus the presentations of selected stock, dairy cattle, progeny groups and beef cattle of high breeding value will be presented in Hall Q and in Stalls 5-8. Photo: Wiegaarden.
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