Press release:

Farmers should safeguard themselves

from lung damage due to dust

The Danish Agricultural Advisory Service will provide advice concerning safety and working environments by focusing on the fact that dust can harm farmers and their employees. This is a feature of a major investigation which will indicate if there is a more serious risk of lung damage in the farming sector than in other sectors.

Special consultant, Tormod Overby, from the Planning and Environment section of the Danish Agricultural Advisory Service, National Centre, who is responsible for consultancy regarding farm safety, has stated:

“Dust and other fine particles in the air in livestock housing, feed stores, grain stores and in tractor cabins can damage the health of the farmers and their employees.”

“At Agromek, we will attempt to gain an improved view of the extent and how widespread this dust damage is for people who work in the Danish farming sector.”

This investigatory work will take place at Agromek in Herning, Denmark during the period 25th to 29th November 2008. Advisors will, among other factors, place their focus on the fact that dust on farms can damage the health of all who work in dusty conditions. 

Particular interest in contacting young agricultural students

who had their lungs tested in the 1990s

Tormod Overby explained: “Two doctors/researchers from the Department of Health Sciences, Aarhus University will be present at Agromek every afternoon and will be ready to test the lung functions of farmers and employees who attend the Exhibition.”

“Researchers investigate the causes of asthma, for example, by discovering how organic dust affects people’s lungs. They will be able to discern if a farm worker has had his lungs damaged by working in a dusty environment. These tests will be of great benefit to all participants. The farmer will be able to gain good advice for application in the daily farm routines.” 

“However, these tests will be primarily applied in more extensive investigatory work concerning the health affects of dust on farmers and their employees in Danish farming.”

“In the early 1990s, students at Agricultural colleges in Denmark were tested for allergies and their lung functions. It is important that one can now attain contact with the same persons in order to measure their current lung functions and allergy status and then compare the new readings with the results attained 15 years ago.” 

“Many former students at agricultural colleges are now working in other sectors. The current follow-up regarding investigations concerning lung functions in the 1990s will be able to present a clear indication as to whether there is a greater risk factor in agriculture compared to other business sectors,” ascertained Tormod Overby. 

These investigations regarding lung functions at Agromek will take place on the Danish Agricultural Advisory Service’s stand in Hall E, where many different advisors will meet farmers under the joint theme: Release Technology on the Future.
Dust and fungus spores from straw, 

grain and feedstuffs plus dust in tractor cabins 

Tormod Overby stated: “During work with livestock there are several important risk areas when the subject is lung damage.” 

“Work with machines that are applied for chopping straw and to spread this as litter in, e.g., resting boxes, is often extremely dusty. Cattle farmers should therefore be aware of the fact that one breathes in a great deal of dust during such work operations.”

“Fungus spores from straw and low quality silage provide another risk of lung damage to cattle farmers and their personnel.”

“The lack of frequent filter replacements in tractor cabins also represents an important risk. This should receive the serious attention of cattle farmers, arable farmers and other farmers.”

“Many farmers believe that one can clean these filters. However, cleaning does not make the filter more suitable for the capture of the extremely small particles which are often involved. A tractor cabin ventilation filter simply must be replaced regularly in the same manner as one replaces oil filters as a matter of fixed routine.”

“In addition, farmers must ensure that they always have the correct filter in the tractor cabin ventilation system when they are operating with field sprays. This is necessary to prevent residue from the spraying fluids from penetrating to the tractor operator.” 

Tormod Overby does not think that farmers and personnel should use safety masks when they operate tractors.

“However, when operating open loaders, it would be sensible to limit lung exposure to dust by wearing safety masks.” 

“The same applies in other areas of work in dusty environments, for example, in grain stores and in feed stores. Swedish researchers have documented that farmers should pay much more attention to dust from grain than has previously been the case.”

“Farmers should also ensure that feed stores are regularly cleaned in order to prevent lung damage caused by old dust from feed production operations,” added Tormod Overby.

Can be prepared for a visit from the

Danish Working Environment Authority

“The Danish Working Environment Authority will effectuate surprise visits during 2009 or 2010 to all farms that employ personnel.”

“The Danish Working Environment Authority will ensure that the farm’s papers, including working environment evaluation documentation, are as these should be. The DWEA will also focus on correct work safety. The work routines and the working environment must be in accordance with regulations,” concluded Tormod Overby.

From their advisors at Agromek, farmers can gain much more information regarding precisely what the Danish Working Environment Authority will be looking for when the inspectors visit the Danish farms.
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