Press release

Danish pig producers getting closer 

to 35 pigs per yearling sow

An efficient Danish pig production is getting closer to meeting a new target: 35 pigs per yearling sow.

Danish pig producers are already considered leading when it comes to the number of pigs per litter. Today the average number of weaner pigs per yearling sow is over 27.

- The first pig producers are very close to 35 weaner pigs per yearling sow. It is our goal that the pigs shall also all be strong and fit. This is a goal that we meet through efficient breeding work and through our development work. We must be able to handle the practical problems presented by the still larger litters, says Lindhart B. Nielsen, chairman of the pig section of the Danish Agriculture and Food Council.   

He makes these statements as a run-up to Agromek-livestock in Herning where an abundant selection of fittings and installations for use in the pig production will be exhibited.  

Fewer porkers

At the same time as Danish pig producers produce still more piglets per yearling sow, the number of porkers is decreasing in Denmark because many piglets are exported to porker producers abroad, mainly to Germany.

In 2008 the Danish pig producers exported 5.2 million piglets, and in 2009 exports have increased strongly and will reach more than seven million.

The reasons for the export are among other things higher prices of piglets and porkers in Germany and an efficient Danish piglet production.

Focus on porkers
- What Danish farmers wish the most is a higher price of porkers so that we can keep more piglets at home.

- But to many porker producers it is at the same time a challenge to improve the contribution margin by putting more focus on the porker pig housing. It is possible to improve the productivity. This was evidenced by a project that the Knowledge Centre for Pig Production carried through in 35 pig herds last year, Lindhart B. Nielsen continues.

- Farmers tend to focus on the sow house, but many pig producers would find it an advantage to spend a little more time in the porker house and focus on the daily routines. A little more focus on the porker house can easily result in an increased hourly pay and a larger contribution margin. You could for example make sure that the feeding system and the ventilation plant function as desired, keep an eye out for sick pigs and show due diligence as concerns vaccinations, Lindhart B. Nielsen adds.

Free range sows

Lindhart B. Nielsen points out that the pig producers are facing another challenge, and this goes not only for Danish farmers.

- As from 2013 all in-pig sows throughout the EU shall be free range sows. Danish pig producers have come very far within this field and about 75 percent of all sows are already free range sows. Experience has shown that we are actually rather good at handling these sows. 

- Hardly any other major pig producing country has come so far in the conversion to free range farming. And it will be interesting to see how things develop.

Agromek-livestock is held at MCH Messecenter Herning in the period of 24 - 28 November.
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