Press release

Danish dairy cows 

to get their own legislation
As the first EU member state, Denmark is about to give its dairy cows their entirely own legislation. 

In week 48 the Folketing, the Danish Parliament, will begin debating a bill on animal welfare for dairy cattle.

- The bill includes rules concerning housing, feeding, milking and hoof checking. The intention is moreover to include certain welfare rules for young cattle, Peter Stamp Enemark, special adviser of the Danish Cattle Federation, states as a run-up to Agromek-livestock in Herning.
Agromek-livestock will offer ample opportunity to study technology and equipment for use in cattle houses. There will also be an extensive exhibition of cows including as many as four dairy cattle and beef cattle shows.

Participation in the preparatory work

The Danish Cattle Federation has participated in the preparatory work for the cattle welfare bill. The Federation had representatives in a working group that worked out a detailed report on animal welfare conditions for use in the preparation of the bill.

In the spring the bill was submitted for consultation, and in their response the agricultural organisations pointed out that the bill includes a very extensive and detailed set of rules, which should be simplified.

- Danish cattle farming is in a very difficult financial situation, and it is therefore crucial that the bills introduced to the Folketing have a financial balance that makes it possible for Danish cattle farming to maintain its competitive power in future, the Danish Cattle Federation and the Danish Agriculture and Food Council pointed out in their response earlier this year.

Housing design

- The most comprehensive area in the new law will be the physical framework including the design and fitting-up of cattle houses, Peter Stamp Enemark continues.

- It will include minimum requirements as concerns the number of square metres per cow and the size of a cubicle bed.
- It will also contain rules concerning feeding, including how often the animals must be fed and the maximum number of animals per feeding place. The aim is to ensure that the animals get access to the feed and to ensure an appropriate eating/resting ratio, Peter Stamp Enemark adds.

Another requirement will be a sick pen. Calving shall take place in a separate calving pen, and the cow and her calf shall stay together for some hours after calving. 

Another element of the bill is that the hoofs are to be checked twice a year and that one of these checks shall be performed by a certified person – either a veterinarian or a hoof trimmer.

- All requirements will be subject to transitional rules that allow for a proper adaptation of existing cattle houses. 

- Grazing was a much debated issue in the working group. However, we will not know the final wording of the grazing rules until the bill is ready for introduction. 

Agromek-livestock is held at MCH Messecenter Herning in the period of 24 - 28 November.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

For further information:

Peter Stamp Enemark, Danish Cattle Federation, tel. +45 87 40 52 45

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Agromek 20/11 2009

This press release was produced by Helge Lynggaard

Translation: Kirsten Risom
