Cattle breeding will attain entirely

new possibilities for export

Viking Genetics anticipates being ready for export in the beginning of 2009, following genetic analysis of bull calves

The Danish-Swedish cattle-breeding association, Viking Genetics, which has its headquarters in Randers, Denmark, will attain entirely new possibilities for export next year when the application of genetic analysis of bull calves is initiated.

Via blood and tissue samples, this method enables the selection of the best bulls soon after the bull calves are born. The current bull testing typically requires five years before a bull can be determined as being suitable for breeding purposes.

This method for determining the best breeding bulls is termed genomic selection and applies gene technology. At Agromek in Herning, Denmark during the period 25th to 29th November, this new method will be presented as a three-star EUR New Product exhibit.

Export Manager, Anders Andersen, Viking Genetics International stated: “This new method will provide us with a very strong platform on export markets and we anticipate that we will be ready for export of bull semen based on genomic selection early in the coming year.”

Sex-determined semen 

About 18 months ago, Viking Genetics initiated its sex-determination of bull semen so that cattle farmers would be able to attain cow calves instead of bull calves. 

The demand for the X-Vik sex-determined semen has been greater than was anticipated.

“We calculated that it would primarily be Jersey herds that would have a demand for sex-determined semen and this semen is now applied for 20 percent of all Jersey inseminations. The other cattle breeds apply 6 – 7 percent,” said Niels Kr. Fruergaard, Director of Viking Danmark which is responsible for insemination, breeding and marketing in Denmark.

At the laboratories in Randers there is currently a production of 180-200,000 doses of semen per annum. This year, 15,000 doses have been exported to 18 countries.

Anders Andersen, Viking Genetics International, continued: “The fact that we invested in the sex-determination of semen has contributed to providing us with a good image all over the world and we, therefore, anticipate increased exports of sex-determined semen.”
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