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Award for genetic analysis

of bull calves
On Tuesday, a method for the genetic analysis of bull calves was presented with the Agromek Award for New Product exhibits for cattle farming.
This took place at Agromek in the MCH exhibition centre in Herning, Denmark. The Award winner is a three-star EUR New Product exhibit.
This is a method which, via blood or tissue samples, facilitates the selection of the best breeding bulls just after the bull calves are born. There is otherwise a current typical requirement for a period of five years before it can be decided that a bull is suitable for breeding purposes.
This new method has been developed by the Danish-Swedish cattle breeding association, VikingGenetics, Randers, Denmark in cooperation with the DJF Faculty of Agricultural Sciences in the University of Aarhus.

The Judgment Committee based their decision as follows: 

“The selection of breeding bulls which is made available by this method is a significant leap forward for cattle farming.” 

“The method will be of great importance to breeding work because it is now possible to quickly discern those bull calves which are best suited for breeding purposes. It also makes it possible to attain a wider selection of bull calves. This can enable the discernment of bulls with potentials of which we have not been aware.”
“We particularly hope that we will attain faster progress regarding health issues. The cattle farming sector has a great demand for progress regarding this factor. At the same time, Denmark already has a tradition for widespread registration of health factors and this new method can be applied to ensure increased breeding progress.”
Six Awards at Agromek  

Two-star and three-star New Product exhibits were evaluated yesterday by four Judgment Committees – for products for arable farming, cattle farming and pig production plus specific other products.

Two Committees should each nominate six New Product exhibits and then select two Award winners. The other two Committees should each nominate three New Product exhibits and then each select one Award winner.

The Committees consist of farmers and other users of machines that are exhibited this week at Agromek. The Awards are presented to New Product exhibits which, in the opinion of the Committees, can be of the greatest importance in practical application.
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